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ANNUAL REPORTS
OF THE
SELECTMEN, TREASURER,
A U D I T O R ,
AND
OF THE
TOWN OF BETHEL,
For the Year Ending 15, 1891.
A. M. CHASE & C o .,  B ook  & J o b  P r i n t e r s ,
BRYANT’S POND, MAINE,
1891.
SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE
TO W N  O F F IC E R S .
A. W. GROVER,
S E L E C T M E N .  
c . M. KIMBALL, E. S. KILBORN.
Treasurer.
Ο. H. MASON.
*
Superintending School Committee.
j . G. ABBOTT F. E. BARTON, J. G. GEHRING.
II. N. UPTON, appointed to till vacancy.
Town Agent.
A. E. HERRICK.
Collector.
T. II. CHAPMAN.
Auditor.
G. P. BEAN.
L. T. B A RK ER .
»  '  '*  .. " 5
R E P O R T  O F S E L E C T M E N .
^  f
-------O-------
4
The Selectmen would submit the following report for the year 
ending February 15, 1891.
VALUATION.
Amount of real estate, $577,759 00
Amount of personal estate, 170,773 00
Total valuation, $748,532 00
Rate per cent, of tax, twenty-five mills (.025) on the dollar.
Number of polls, 543. Poll tax, $2.00. f
Number of Dogs, 162. Taxed each, $1.00.
A PPR O PR IA T E D  AND ASSESSED.
State tax, $1,667 79
County tax, 811 26
For schools, 2,000 00
For support of poor, 1,500 00
To pay on debt and interest on outstanding notes, 2,000 00
To pay town charges, 1,000 00
For road supplies and to run road machine, 1,000 00
To purchase school-houses, 7,715 00
To repair school-houses, 500 00
To purchase text-books, 600 00
To pay land damage to Littlehale and Hastings, 825 00
To pay land damage and build J. D. George road, 75 00
To pay the East Bethel Library, 50 00
Overlays, 217 25«·
Total assessed, $19,961 30
School-house rebate tax (in part) adjusted with taxes
on Collector’s book before commitment,1 ' · ' ■  ■ / i . «t : · i ; ϊ 7,141 38
Total committed for collection, $12,819 92
TO W N  O FFICERS’ BILLS PA ID  FOR 1889.
No. of Order.
7 E. S. Kilborn, services as Selectman, Assessor
and Overseer of the Poor, $100
8 C. M. Kimball, do.    98
9 A. W. Grover, do. 120
T. H. Chapman, Collector, 509
11 T. IL Chapman, Constable fees, 6
12 Galon Blake, Road Commissioner, 45
* β  \
14 J. Gay ton Abbott, S. S. Committee, 49
16 A. E. Herrick, Town Agent, 12
17 E. G. Wheeler, S. S. Committee, 51
18 Ο. II. Mason, Treasurer, 50
19 E. S. Kilborn, Road Commissioner, 58
20 C. L. Abbott, do. 75
21 O’N. W. R. Hastings, S. S. Committee, 43
22 E. B. Goddard, Health Officer, 9
27 J. S. Swan, Treasurer of Ministerial and School Fund, 6
Total,
Other Bills fo r  1889.
No. of Order.
15 Galon Blake, for driving team on road machine, 
277 William Lowe, labor,
281 A. C. Frost, blacksmithing,
282 Mary Estes, boarding road machine crew,
310 D. M. Grover, brick furnished for lock-up,
Total,
H IG H W A Y  BILLS.
P a id  by order o f  R oad  Commissioners o f  1889 to M ay 1,1890.
h /  ·
No. of Order. ‘
3 George P . Kimball, labor, $ 75
4 John Howe, labor, 3 30
6 T. B. Burk, labor, 1 50
'  - · i ; l. \  « ’· > ■*: * * '  , *
13 Galon Blake, labor and material, 11 95
26 A.M.  True, breaking roads, 2 00
32 David Simpson, labor, 3 97
33 A. A. Bean, labor, 3 60
34 E. F. Cushman, labor, 2 25
37 C. O. Moore, labor, 5 00
J. C. Swan, labor, 1 25
  6 25
0
- , # #
40 Eli W. Barker, snowing bridge and taking
down fence, 31 50
41 H. W. Fifield, breaking roads, 3 90
42 J. C. Stearns, labor and taking down fence, 4 00
43 I. I. Young, labor, 4 20
J. O. Brown, labor, 6 95
11. E. Bartlett, labor, · 7 32
Stephen Knight, labor, 1 65
»  '  ;
J. E. Jordan, labor, 52
*  '· .J -V
I. A. Cushman, labor, 12 60
____
P. A. Wheeler, labor, 52
D. W. Cole, labor, 49
Μ. E. Bartlett, labor, 1 94
Y. P. Adamson, labor, 3 60
S. F. Estes, labor, 12 75
W. F. Brown, labor, 5 25
Nelson Austin, labor, 1 20
J. A. Chase, labor, 1 05
Herbert Goodwin, labor, 2 25
J. O. Estes, labor, 2 10
N. F. Swan, labor, 5 73
  70 13
44 S. B. Osgood, labor, 1 73
Alphonso W. Bean, labor, 1 65
O. R. Stanley, labor, 5 40t/ 1 '
  8 78
47 A. M. Bean, labor, 3 15
48 M. J. Hilliard, labor, 3 30
49 F. E. Carpenter, labor, 2 40
50 C. L. Abbott, Jr., labor, 6 37
C. L. Abbott, labor, 9 60
«  ·  β
D. F. Foster, labor, 15 -22
N. M. Bartlett, labor, 2 55
C. A. Barker, labor, 2 62
!
E. G. Young, labor,
0 . P. Chandler, labor,
1. A. Cushman, labor,
t  ·
«
#
51 Freeland Bennett, labor,
52 A. F. Stearns, labor, 1
Galon Blake, labor, 1
Jonas W . Bartlett, labor,
    1 t
• Ephriam Bryant, labor,
4
R. D. Cummings, labor,
Elbridge Fifield, labor,
P. C. Thomas, labor,
C. M. Anderson, labor,
54 C. F. Shaw, labor,
56 S. F. Estes, labor,
57 E. P. Bennett, labor,
58 F. J. Tyler, labor,
59 T. B. Kendall, labor,
60 N. ΛΥ. Barker, labor,
61 J. F. Hapgood, labor,
62 I. G. Kimball, labor,
John A. Libby, labor,
W . W. Chase, labor,
C. A S. W. Sanborn, labor,
68 A. ΛΥ. Grover, labor,
69 A. K. Scribner, labor,
70 G. R. Merrill, labor,
71 II. II. Wilson, labor,
B. N. Chapman, labor,
H. 1ST. Upton, labor,
James L. Chapman, labor,
T. IL Chapman, labor and plank,
. * 11 j .  ·
82 Leroy B. Brackett, labor,
102 R. J . Virgin, bridge plank,
103 George A. Grover, labor and material furnished,
110 A. L. Whitman, labor,
111 L. N. Bartlett, labor,
116 II. B. Chapman, labor, 7 15
117 A. P. Mason, labor, -  16
119 L. D. Grover, labor, 1 60
128 W. A. Farwell, labor, ‘2 06
132 Isaac C. Heath, labor, 4 56
134 E. B. Shaw, labor, 6 90
136 L. W. Pingree, labor, 5 69
137 J. O. Estes, labor, 1 80
140 Lewis C. Glidden, labor, 6 00
141 Frank Rich, labor, 2 00
142 Jennie Bolster, labor furnished, 5 60
144 O. P. Chandler, labor, 2 40
145 John Barker, labor, 3 00
149 Eugene Mills, labor, 75
157 C. M. Anderson, labor, 3 10
179 C. F. Abbott, labor, 2 25
182 George Mason, labor, : 3 90
195 Emery G. Young, labor, 2 00
196 D. B. Grover, labor, 4 35
214 Charles Dunham, labor, 4 75
218 T. J. Foster, labor, 11 50
259 L. W. Kendall, labor, 1 00
260 Sylvanus & Seth Mason, labor, 6 00
262 C. M. Brown, labor, 90
285 H. A. Skillings, labor, 3 15
293 Otis 1ST. Mason, labor, 1 19
320 Daniel Mason, labor, 3 04
322 Mrs. Ella Lyon, paid labor, 2 00
323 D. M. Grover, labor, 6 00
324 Orin P. Stiles, labor, ■ 1 50
Total,
SCHOOLS.
$424 99
Amount of money undrawn February 15, 1890, I  76 10
Amount raised by town for 1890, : ■ 2,000 00
State school and mill tax, 997 ,70
Town school fund, . 30 00
Total school fund, $3,103 80
School orders drawn fro m  Feb. lo·, 1890 to Feb. 15, 1891.
No. of Order. *
1 Mary R. Eames, teaching and board,
2 P. F. Hastings, wood furnished, 
ò H. S. Hastings, tuition in He wry, four terms,
24 H. S. Hastings, tuition in Newry, four terms,-
25 L. (4. Grover, wood furnished,
28 J .S .  Carter, janitor and wood,
9
21 Ephriam Bryant, wood furnished,
85 Hermon Twitchell, janitor,
■ i f
46 Eli F. Cushman, wood furnished,
58 Joel Goodwin, cleaning school-house,
55 Harry II. Hutchins, tuition in Rumford,
65 Emma Brown, cleaning school-house,
74 Charles Blake, wood furnished,
77 C. C. Kimball, wood furnished,
78 Clifford Wheeler, wood and cleaning school-house,
79 E. F. Lyon, wood and cleaning school-house,
86 Arthur Wiley, teaching and board,
81 E. G. Wheeler, boarding teacher,
88 Inez Stuart, teaching and board,
85 Alice M. Barker, teaching and board,
87 Mary S. Abbott, teaching and board,
Part of 88 J. S. Hutchins, teaching,
89 Mary F. Hutchins, teaching and board,
90 Yertie G. Cushman, teaching and board,
91 Martha Gibson, teaching and board,
92 Jennie Gibson, teaching and board,
93 Ida M. Haselton, teaching and board,
94 Alforetta A. Farewell, teaching,
95 Edith O. Grover, teaching and board,
96 Grace E. Grover, teaching and board,
100 Bessie Harden, teaching and board,
101 Flora J. Wheeler, teaching,
104 Florence E. Twitchell, teaching and board,
105 Mrs. B. Y. Davis, cleaning school-house,
107 Lizzie Grover, teaching and board,
108 Mrs. John Coburn, cleaning school-house,
109 Ruby Clark, teaching and board,
: m 00
■ ' 4 37
19 88
; 19 88
4 00
8 00
6 00
3 00
10 00
1 50
10 00
1 50
T—1 00
8 00
12 00
■ 9 00
40 00
14 00
56 00
40 00
* 56 00
45 50
40 00
40 00
56 00
40 00
44 00
26 00
40 00
40 00
40 00
36 00
40 00
2 50
40 00
9 20
40 00
9Part of 114 Atwood & Forbes, advertising teachers’
examination, 50
115 Mrs. Fred C. Bean, boarding teacher, 16 00
120 Miss Stella Bowker, teaching and board, 40 00
121 Cora Hastings, teaching and board, 40 00
124 Minnie Coffin, teaching and board, 44 00
125 Howard L. Coburn, janitor, 2 00
127 Charles F. Abbott, cleaning school-house, 1 50'
138 F. P. Abbott, wood furnished, 8 00
147 Elliott Walker, cleaning school-houses, 11 60
Part of 148 Levi 1ST. Bartlett, cleaning school-house, 1 50
163 Frank Walker, janitor, 75
166 Amy Atherton, teaching and board, 35 00
167 Mrs. Calvin Sanborn, carrying scholars, 7 00
168 Maud Merrow, teaching and board, 40 00
169 B. L. Bryant, teaching and board, 52 00
171 Inez Stuart, teaching and board, 56 00
173 Lillian Hamlin, teaching and board, 40 00
176 S. Robertson, chairs furnished, 1 00
184 Maggie Libby, teaching and board, 56 00
187 Martha Gibson, teaching and board, 56 00
190 Mary F. Hutchins, teaching and board, 44 00
191 J. S. Hutchins, teaching and board, 68 00
192 Ida M. Haselton, teaching and board, 48 00
Part of 193 Charles L. Swan, board, 14 00
194 Emery G. Young, wood furnished, 1 50
197 Grace E. Grover, teaching and board, 40 00
198 Florence E. Twitched, teaching and board, 40 00
199 Florence E. Abbott, teaching and board, 40 00
200 Alice M. Barker, teaching and board, 40 00
201 Cora W. Hastings, teaching and board, 40 00
202 Han B. Jewett, teaching and board, 40 00
203 Bertha M. Grover, teaching and board, 40 00
204 C. E. Abbott, teaching and board, 44 00
205 O. P. Chandler, wood and board, 23 00
206 Isabelle Day, teaching and board, 40 00
210 Μ. H. Farwell, janitor, 7 00
211 Arthur Coburn, janitor, P *i 00
211 Arvilla Grover, teaching and board, 40 00
217 I. S. Morrill, wood furnished,
<«■ i . . . . . .
10 00
240 Acldie Favwell, teaching and board, 24 00
241 C. C. Bryant, cleaning school-house, 2 00
Part of 242 Ephriam Bryant, wood furnished, 8 75
243 Isabelle Day, teaching and board, 30 00
245 Maggie Libby, teaching and board, < . 4 1 0 0
246 Martha Gibson, teaching and board, 41 00
247 Hiram Williams, teaching and board, 35 00
248 Inez Stuart, teaching and board, 42 00
249 Curtis E. Abbott, teaching, 33 00
250 Richard Douglas, janitor, ° 00
251 Myrton H. Harwell, janitor, 0 50
252 Mrs. I. G. Kimball, board, 13 00
255 Florence E. Abbott, teaching and board, ; 40 00
256 Ida M. Haselton, teaching and board, 36 00
257 Arvilla Grover, teaching and board, 30 00
258 H. A. Skillings, wood furnished, 9 00
261 George W. Day, tuition in Woodstock, 21 40
263 A. G. Hebb, teaching and board, 48 00
265 J. S. Hutchins, teaching and board, ' 51 00
266 Ethel Walker, teaching and board, 40 00
267 Mrs. Richard Jordan, cleaning school-house, 1 25
269 Mary F. Hutchins, teaching and board, 33 00
270 B. L. Bryant, teaching and board, 90 50
271 Charles L. Swan, boarding teacher, 12 0O
272 Bertha M. Grover, teaching and board, 30 00
275 C. Bisbee, wood furnished, 12 00
296 A. S. Bean, wood furnished, 5 50
298 Edith A. Philbrook, teaching and board, 30 00
315 C. F. Abbott, wood furnished, 2 50
316 T. H. Chapman, wood furnished, 8 00
317 I. A. Cushman, wood furnished, 1 50
318 Vertie Cushman, teaching and board, 36 00
327 Roscoe M. Clark, teaching and board, 48 00
330 Tuition in Newry union district for 1890,
D. C. Smith, Agent, 40 00
#
—  10 —
Total amount of orders drawn for schools, $3,025 58
•  ’  ·  -  '  <  »  (  $ ■  c  ! r  ·  ? < · ·
Amount of school funds available, $3,103 80:
Amount expended, as above, 3,025 58
Amount unexpended Feb. 15, 1891, $78 22
11
No. of Order.
185 J. G. Abbott, text-books,
188 Martha Gibson, labeling books,
Part of 229 Silver, Berdett & Co., text-books,
Part of 229 D. C. Heath & Co., text-books,
Part of 229 J. B. Lippincott & Co., text-books,
Part of 229 Houghton, Mifflin & Co., text-books,
273 F. C. Kilgore, text-books,
332 J. G. Gehring, expense on text-books,
Total,
Appropriation,
Amount expended, as above,
Amount unexpended,
Orders Drawn fo r  repairs on School-houses.
Part of 88 J. S. Hutchins,
130 Μ. E. Swan, hauling lumber,
135 II. M. Osgood, labor,
143 Robertson Brothers, labor,
Part of 148 Levi N. Bartlett, material and labor,
150 Gilbert Tuell, labor,
151 JL). W. & 1). S. Morrill, labor,
152 L. W. Russell, book cases furnished,
156 A. K. Scribner, labor and material,
162 T. B. Kendall, labor,
170 G. R. Wiley, paint furnished,
177 H. C. Barker, doors furnished,
186 Martin A. Stowell, stone work,
Part of 193 Charles L. Swan, labor,
208 Win. B. Clark, delivering book-cases,
209 L. M. Mann, labor,
215 Seth Walker & Son, material,
220 William B. Clark, labor,
221 E. S. Kilborn, lumber,
223 H. C. Barker, blinds and door,
Orders Drawn fo r  Text--Books.
227 Daniel Morrill, labor,
234 C. Bisbee, paint furnished,
237 Woodbury & Purington, supplies,
Part of 242 Ephriam Bryant, labor,
244 Hiram Hodgdon, labor,
254 H. A. Skillings, labor,
268 J. S. Hutchins, labor,
274 H. C. Barker, repairs,
276 Hastings Brothers, supplies for repairs,
312 G. R. Wiley, supplies for repairs,
313 R. J. Virgin, lumber,
319 E. C. Rowe, fixtures,
328 Fred Chapman, repairs,
329 Seth Walker & Son, supplies for repairs, 
331 A. B. Davis, repairs,
Total,
Appropriation,
Excess of Appropriation,
EX PENSES OF TH E POOR.
T O W S  FARM ACCOUNTS.
Names and asres of inmates and the number of weeks board
Board furnished 52 weeks.
Total,
furnished each:
Mrs. Dorcas Goodnow, aged 7G.
Mrs. Lucy Lapham, “ 80.
Mrs. Eliza Green. “ 80.
William Cook, “ 31.
Mrs. Alvah Wheeler, “ 39.
Minnie Wheeler, “ 9.
Fred Wheeler, “ 6.
Alice Wheeler, “ 5.
Pat. Ivavanaugh,
13
Appraisal o f  Farm  and Personal Property.
Town Farm, $2,000 00
2 Oxen, 100 00
4 Cows, 100 00
2 three-year-old heifers, 50 00
1 two-year-old heifer, 15 00
1 yearling heifer, 8 00
16 sheep, 80 00
3 shoats, 18 00
20 hens, 10 00
10 tons English hay, 100 00
2 tons meadow hay and straw, 10 00
1 mowing machine, 35 00
1 ox cart, 30 00
1 farm wagon, 15 00
1 family wagon, 15 00
1 pair ox traverse sleds, 20 00
1 family sleigh, 20 00
1 wheelbarrow, 2 00
1 horse rake, 20 00
1 harrow, ' 6 00
3 plows, 15 00
2 cultivators, 8 00
2 ox chains, 2 50
»
8 tie chains, 2 00
1 whifiietree chain, 50
1 crow bar, 50
6 scythe snaths, 1 50
4 scythes, 1 00
1 hay knife, 1 50
2 drag rakes, 70
4 hand rakes, 60
4 hay forks, 1 00
1 curry comb and brush, 1 00
2 manure forks, 1 25
2 shovels, 75
2 hoes, 50
2 potato hoes, 50
2 axes, 2 00
1 hand saw,
1 wood saw,
1 brace and bit,
1 chisel, (1 inch,)
1 monkey-wrench,
1/
2 nail hammers,
50 lbs. fence wire,
1 Grindstone,
1 harness,
3 ox yokes,
5 ox bows,
300 sap buckets,
2 sap pans,
1 kettle,
4 sap holders,
1 pair snow shoes,
4 cider barrels,
45 flour barrels,
2 meat barrels,
85 gals, cider,
15 gals, vinegar,
1 dinner bell,
1 sprinkler,
25 bushels oats,
14 bushels beans,
75 bushels potatoes, 
10 lbs. dried apples, 
175 lbs. pork,
Tub of lard,
10 lbs. butter,
4 barrel flour,
L · *
9 barrels apples,
10 gals, maple honey, 
Groceries,
26 chairs,
5 tables,
10 bedsteads,
3 stands,
1 lounge,
15 puffs,
8 00 
4 50 
80 00 
6 00 
8 50
2 50
3 75 
1 15
1 40
2 00
1 50 
GO
3 00
2 00 
I 00
12 pillows,
5 blankets,
G feather beds,
9 straw ticks,
28 sheets,
32 pillow slips,
3 quilts,
1 bed spread,
7 chambers,
2 bureaus,
6 roller towels,
G hand towels,
3 table cloths,
4 oil cloths,
1 dozen napkins,
1 cook stove and furniture, 10 00
3 stoves,
1 butter worker,
t - ·
1 churn,
1 two-quart dish,
24 new tin pans,
5 tin pails,
2 cream pails,
3 lard pails,
1 wooden pail,
2 wash boards,
¥  1
9 basins,
1 dish pan,
2 dust pans,
1 porcelain kettle,
1 tea-pot,
2 bean pots,
1 coffee-pot,
4 baking tins,
43 plates,
14 cups and 19 saucers, 1 00
10 bowls,
2 mixing bowls,
4 nappies,
2 meat plates,
5 00
1 50 
4 00
15 
3 50
2 50 
1 00
30
20
20
90
50
20
35
75
50 
20 
40 
1 32
1 00 
25 
30 
40
16
1 potato dish,
2 sugar bowls,
2 creamers,
2 water pitchers
1 glass set,
2 pepper boxes,
4 stone jars
3 stone jars 
1 oil can, (10 gallon)
10 table spoons,
20 teaspoons,
12 knives and forks,
1 butcher knife,
7 glass tumblers,
4 mirrors,
1 clock,
5 lamps,
1 sewing machine,
2 lantern globes,
2 paring machines,
1 corn brush,
1 pair steelyards,
1 colander,
3 wash tubs,
6 flat irons,
1 clothes wringer,
1 glass jar,
1 steamer,
1 whitewash brush,
5 baskets,
1 bush hook,
5 lamp chimneys,
6 gallons soft soap,
1 umbrella,
11 cakes soap,
200 pounds land plaster,
2 pounds paris green,
8 gallon cans,
8 butter tubs,
I *
17
1 butter stamp,
#  «
3£ thousand shingles,
1 syrup barrel,
2 corn cutters,
Total valuation of farm property,
Expenditures.
No. of Order.
*
T. H. Jewett’s services as superintendent from
Feb. 15, 1890 to April 6, 1890,
Charles C. Bryant, services as superintendent 
from April 6, 1890 to Feb. 15, 1891,
38 T. H. Jewett’s bill:
Machine needles,
Insect poison,
Two files,
Fish,
3 1-2 cords slab wood, 
Paid Morrill’s saw bill,
73 W. H. Durkee, for a pair of oxen,
98 E. S. Kilborn’s bill:
175 jiounds shorts,
3 bags corn and meal,
3 bags meal,
Meal and corn,
175 pounds shorts,
2 bags meal,
3 bags meal,
175 pounds shorts,
1 bag corn,
1 bag meal,
Commencement of Bryant’s feed bill. 
5 bags meal,
1 bag corn,
4 bags feed,
I bag feed,
1 bag ineal,
10 bushels oats,
1 bag corn,
Seed corn,
100 feet boards,
15£ thousand shingles,
1 thousand feet boards,
155 G. K. Hastings, shingling two days, 
160 C. C. Kimball, labor one day,
226 Woodbury & Purington’s bill:* o
1-2 cask lime,
2 bushels feed,
1-2 cask lime,
X
I
2 bushels meal,
8 bushels feed,
2 bushels meal,
2 bushels corn,
10 bushels feed,
4 bushels meal,
2 bushels corn,
6 bushels meal,
8 bushels meal,
10 bushels meal,
2 bushels feed,
1 bag,
2 bushels meal,
6 bushels meal,
v
6 bushels meal,
2 bushels feed,
2 bushels meal,
4 bushels meal,
4 bushels meal,
4 bushels meal,
2 bushels corn,
2 bushels meal,
1 sack bran,
19
3 Gl
ò* *
233 E. C. Rowe’s bill :
1 bag salt,
2 pounds soda,
^ gross matches,
2 lantern globes,
1 pair overalls,
1 pair suspenders,
1 pair boots,
1 bed cord,
1 pair undervests,
Amount of bill,
Less by bill of produce from town farm, 
Order to balance,
. %
235 C. Bisbee’s bill :
2 pounds of tea,
1 bag of meal,
Sundries,
10 gallons oil,
2 pounds coffee,
1 pound of soda,
10 3-4 pounds fish,
5 7-8 pounds cheese,
1 barrel flour,
Sundries,
U
U
236 M. Penley’s bill :
4 3-4 pounds corned beef,
Beef,
10 1-2 pounds beef,
2 1-2 pounds steak,
Beef,
9 1-4 pounds beef,
• .· (
238 Seth Walker & Son’s bill:
1 arch frame,
1-2 dozen 10 quart pans,
20
1 dozen 6 quart pans,
2 ten quart pails,
1 strainer,
1 zinc collar,
55 pounds nails,
10 pounds nails,
1 hammer,
1 coffee-pot,
2 corn cutters,
3 bushel baskets,
■
Charles C. Bryant’s bill :
Paid J. A. Thurston, sundries, 
Syrup barrel,
Nails,
Shoeing oxen,
Shoeing horse,
Repairing plow,
Cultivator,
4 pigs,
Seed potatoes,
1 hoe,
1 bean pot,
Shoeing horse,
Shoeing oxen and repairing wagon, 
Glassés, for Mrs. Green,
Gin, for Mrs. Green,
1 bag dairy salt,
Machine needles,
Hat, for Will Cook,
Repairing harness,
Fish,
Butter worker,
Butter stamp,
Drag rake,
Repairing mowing machine, 
Machine oil,
2 pounds paris green,
Paid W. Small, for shingling,
Paid C. Godwin, for hay,
1 50 
60 
40 
25
2 48 
40 
75 
40 
50
1 26
10 20
1 92
1 00
50
1 35
75
2 15
-8 00
8 00
50
35
25
1 00
1 87
75
60
25
12
25
25
35
1 50
* 20
75
25
20
50
2 00
3 00
21
Shoeing horse, 
Matches,
Insect powder, 
Salt,
«
G. P. Bean’s bill :
50
10
50 
28 00
3 scythes and snaths, 3 00
4 hand rakes, 80
2 hay forks, 75
Shoeing horse,
1 cow,
Pork, 1 00
Saltpetre, 10
Shoeing oxen, 1 73
- ,  »  f
Shoeing horse, 75
Phosphate, 9 00
Paid A. Martin, for beef, 10 44
Shoeing horse, ' 60
Paid A. Martin, for beef, 1 25
Making cider, 1 05
Shoeing oxen, 1 50
Boots for Will Cook, 2 75
Tapping Mrs. Goodnow’s boots, 35
J. A. Thurston, for wood, 4 00
Frock for Will Cook, 2 40
■> 7
Bag meal, 1 40
Shoeing horse, 50
3 pounds rosin, 12
Repairing chairs, 10
22
24
Print, for Mrs. Goodnow, 90
Filing saw,
1 axe and handle, 1 25
— 114 27
5 pounds tea, 2 50
5 pounds coffee, 1 50
t
1 package butter color, 25
5 pounds soda, 25
1-4 pound cloves, 06
1-2 dozen lamp wicks, 04
4 barrels flour, * 21 00
1 bushel peas, · 1 50
7 1-4 pounds cheese, 1 09
4 pounds raisins,
2 gallons molasses,
7 pounds sal soda,
2 ounces borax,
2 quarts peas,
10 pounds rice,
2 papers,
25 pounds clover,
1-2 bushel timothy,
26 pounds sugar,
1 package matches,
100 crackers,
6 yards mosquito-netting,
1-4 pound nutmeg,
4 1-2 pounds cheese,
6 1-2 pounds fish,
2 gallons molasses,
4 pounds soda,
1 bag salt,
•e
1-2 dozen cups and saucers,
1 pair shoes,
1 water pail,
1 water pitcher,
7 pounds sal soda,
1 ounce borax,
10 gallons oil,
5 pounds tea,
5 3-4 pounds cheese,
8 yards shirting, for Will Cook,
1 spool cotton, for Will Cook,
2 dozen buttons, for Will Cook, 
1 pair overalls, for Will Cook, 
10 yards sheeting,
28 pounds sugar,
4 pounds soda,
1 broom,
*
1-8 gross matches,
3 1-2 pounds cheese,
7 pounds cod-fish,
I bottle of butter color,
OQ
2 gallons molasses.
13 pounds sugar,
5 pounds coffee,
100 crackers,
3 pounds raisins,
4 1-2 pounds cheese,
4 barrels flour,
2 gallons molasses,
5 pounds tea,
1 bag fine salt,
12 1-2 pounds cod-fish,
1-4 pound pepper,
1-4 pound cloves,
8 yards print,
5 yards cotton,
6 yards crash,
6 yards crash,
1 pair congress boots,
δ pounds coffee,
30 pounds sugar,
7 pounds sal soda,
2 pounds raisins,
2 pounds and 2 ounces cheese,
1-4 pound borax,
1-4 pound cloves,
1-2 pound mustard,
2 gallons molasses,
2 gallons molasses,
5 pounds soda,
1-4 pound ginger,
2 ounces nutmeg,
1-2 bushel salt,
1 bag salt,
4 pounds raisins,
1-2 gross matches,
5 spools cotton,
100 crackers,
%» ·  . -  · .  · ·  "
1 pair overalls,
30 pounds sugar,
10 gallons oil,
I
2 gallons molasses, 
2 pounds of tea,
1 broom,
1-4 pound cloves, 
1-4 pound cassia,
1 1-2 yards silesia,
2 pounds tea,
1-4 pound pepper, 
1-4 pound cassia, 
1-4 pound ginger, 
100 crackers,
26 pounds sugar,
2 gallons molasses, 
2 pounds soda,
2 undervests,
1 bag salt,
4 pounds cheese,
1 pail lard,
100 crackers,
By bill of produce from town farm, 
Cash to balance by C. C. Bryant, 
from farm receipts,
Part of 286 l)r. C. D. Hill, medical attendance,
309 Woodbury & Purington’s bill:
0
3 sacks bran,
*
10 bushels meal,
2 bushels corn,
2 bushels feed,
J. Λ. Thurston’s bill:
Wood,
Axe and handle,
Pork,
Total expense,
Last bill paid by C. C. Bryant, from farm receipts.
f
25
Receipts.
Charles C. Bryant’s bill of credit: 
2 Calves sold, 19 00 
66
52 75
Eggs sold,
Potatoes,
Maple honey, 1 00
Hens, * 5 04
Butter, 5 65
Sweet corn, 44 16
3 00 
5 04 
35 00
1 kettle, 
Chickens,
2 cows
Dressed mutton, 14 20
2 001 Pig^
1 hog,
For pasturing sheep 1 00
20 70
199 22
Due town farm for boarding road machine crew, 15 80
G. P. Bean’s bill of credit:
197 pounds butter, 39 40
86 pounds wool, 18 92
58 32
E. C. Rowe’s bill of credit:
2 9014 1-2 pounds butter,
Increase of farm property from last year’s appraisal, 91 26
Total receipts, $367 50
Balance against farm for support of poor, $382 12
• -  . «.
Cost of board per week on farm, $1.50.
Ripense o f Poor not on Farm .
Mrs. Mary Estes, from Feb. 21, 1890 to Feb. 15, 1891, $51 00
Caleb Goodnow, from March 25, 1890 to Feb. 15, 1891, 81 65
Benjamin B. Bartlett, from Feb. 15, 1890 to Feb. 15, 1891, 38 00 
A. D. Noel, family, '  2 01
Total, $172 66
Hattie G. Chapman, '
Paid by friends,
Mrs. Emma Mason,
Millen A. Cross,
Daniel F. Bean, J  r.,
Paid by A. S. Bean,
9
Total,
Brought forward, total expense off farm,
Brought forward, balance against farm,
Total expense of town’s poor,
Appropriation,
Expense of town’s poor, as above,
I «
•  t
Amount unexpended,
4
#
Poor bel to other towns.
William Johnson, residence, Andover:
Dr. C. D. Hill’s bill, medical attendance,
Paid by town of Andover,
Eugene Taylor and family, residence, Andover: 
Supplies furnished and medical attendance,
Due from Andover,
Expense o f  Patients at Insane Hospital.
• ✓ 4
i
Tramp Account.
· *  f t ·  '
Aid furnished by C. M. Kimball,
Paid H. C. Barker, in tramp anrl lock-up account.
*  *
- Total,
Orders drawn fo r  Highway labor and material from
May 1, 1890 to Feb. 15, 1891.
No. of Order.
99 E. S. Kilborn, bridge plank, $92 54
106 C. W. Hall, driving road machine team, 124 00
112 George Tyler & Co., road machine repairs, 8 00
118 J. M. Pliilbrook, use of ox team on road machine, 88 50
122 N. ΛΥ. Mason, labor on toll bridge, 11 50
128 I. G. Kimball, labor with road machine, 124 00
129 J. N. Hodsdon, labor on toll bridge, 5 00
138 F. C. Bartlett, repairs on road machine, 5 15
139 Tebbets Manufacturing Co., feed for road -
>
machine team, 14 34
146 John Barker, boarding road machine team, 7 50
159 C. M. Brown, boarding road machine team, 5 00
S. F. Estes, laboring with road machine, 6 30
J. O. Brown, boarding road machine team, 5 83
I. I. Yonng, boarding road machine team, 6 50
C. H. Kimball, boarding road machine team, 2 00
R. D. C ummings, boarding road machine team, 4 00
E. E. Chase, labor and boarding road machine
team, 7 50
C. L. Swan, labor, 5 25
Ira VV. Bean, labor, 3 00
L. 0. Glidden, labor and boarding road
machine team, 26 95
James II. Swan, timber for bridge, 50
C. C. Kimball, boarding road machine team, 2 00
74 Ot)DO
161 C. M. Kimball, boarding road machine teamJ o
and freight on repairs, 6 35
174 Η. H. Bean, boarding road machine team, 2 50 .
175 J. A. Jackson, shoeing oxen and mending chain, 75
180 Charles F. Abbott, labor, 4 05
181 O. A. Buck, board and labor, 11 12
183 B. W. Kimball, labor on road machine, 10 00
207 G. L. Blake, boarding road machine team, 9 57
216 S. D. Pliilbrook, boarding road machine team, 34 38
219 A. L. Whitman, boarding road machine team, 4 20
222 E. S. Kilborn, bridge plank, 80 95
28
224 A. S. Chapman, lighting toll bridge,
225 Woodbury & Purington, feed for road machine team, 
228 Hastings Brothers, material furnished,
239 Seth Walker & Son, tile and other material, 
253 II. A. Skillings, boarding road machine team, •
278 J. C. Billings, blacksmithing,
279 Mrs. A. H. Goddard, boarding men,
i
280 Geo. A. Virgin, plank and spikes,
293 A. W. Grover, boarding men and team,
* . >
284 H. C. Barker, making and setting water box,
» 5  ·* *  
φ
294 E. S. Kilborn, bridge plank, 4I f 
·  »
299 A. S. Bean, board and supplies for machine crew, !
301 R. J. Virgin, plank for bridge,
302 C. C. Bean, ferriage and feed for team on road machine,
303 W. F. Brown, board for road crew, and labor,
304 James C. Brown, labor,
• k
305 N. F. Swan, labor,
* ^
•  4
306 Μ. E. Bartlett, labor,
» k *
307 J. M. Bartlett, labor, ]
308 II. E. Bartlett, labor, •
311 Henry and Wallace Farwell, boarding crew,
Total, $91
Appropriation, 1,0(
Amount expended, as above, 91
Amount unexpended, «
29
SPECIAL APPROPRIATIONS.
No. of Order.
New town way by A. C. Fanvell’s :
Appropriated to pay land damage, $825 00
97 Cyrene S. Littlehale and D. R. Hastings, 700 00
153 D. S. Hastings, 125 00
825 00
East Bethel Library :
158 Mrs. Η. B. Holt, Treasurer, $50 00
J. D. George road :
Appropriated to build and pay land damage, $75 00
165 Galon Blake, for building road, $40 00
289 Jacob A. Chase, land damale, 15 00
55 00
*
Amount unexpended, 20 00
To pay for School-houses :
'
Paid inhabitants of Bethel and Milton Plantation for
School-houses, including overlays, $7,728 76
Paid inhabitants of Bethel in union district No. 13,
Woodstock,
•
68 28
Total, $7,797 04
Appropriation, 7,715 00
Excess of appropriation, Cd
OO 04
ACCOUNT W IT H  LOCK-UP.
To H. C. Barker, Agent, De .
Wire screen and labor for windows, ■ $6 00
Feeding 36 tramps, 17 00
Care of Lock-up, twelve courts, 6 00
$29 00
Cr.
By i-ent received for twelve courts, $18 00
Order No. 326, to balance, 11 00
$29 00
80
TAXES ABATED FOR 1889.
No.'of Order.
1 ,
45 J. H. Barrows, over taxation,
325 Coburn, James P., poll, not in town,
Bennett, Gilman, poll, over 70 years,
Carter, T. C., poll and personal property, . 
Bennett, Samuel, poll, paid in Gorham, N. IE, 
Cummings, Bert, poll, not in town,
Clark, Irving M., poll, left town,
Eastman, John P., poll, left town,
Flint, E. C., poll, not in town,
Hines, John P., poll, not in town,
Kendall, L. Warner, poll, paid in Mason, 
Littlehale, Silas, poll, paid in Newry,
Murry, Bert, poll, not of age,
Newcomb, Simon, poll, not in town,
Gibbs, John M., poll, paid in Errol,
Robertson, Fred, poll, left town,
Reed, Charles F., poll and dog, left town, 
Sampson, Frank, poll, left town,
Estes, Alfred, poll, over 70 years,
Total,
I- «
TOW N O FFIC E R S’ BILLS D U E FOR 1890.
A. W. Grover, selectman, assessor and overseer of poor, $
C. M. Kimball, “ “ “ “
E. S. Kilborn, “ “ “ . “
Ο. II. Mason, T reasurer,
Λ. E. Herrick, Town Agent,
J . S. Swan, Treasurer of Ministerial and School Fund,
F. E. Barton, Superintending School Committee,
J . G. Gehring, “ “ “
II. N. Upton, “ “
T. H. Chapman, commission on collections for 1890,
T. H. Chapman, Constable fees,
I
G. P. Bean, Auditor, ’ 3 00
l)r. C. D. Hill, Secretary of local health board, 10 00
Eli F. Cushman, Truant Officer, -  00
Total,
Order No. 212, J. G. Abbott, Superintending School
Committee, (paid.)
$743 91.
'>-t I 50
MISCELLANEO ITS EXPENSES.
»
No. of Order.
,49 C. M. Kimball, express paid on town reports, 90
84 A. E. Herrick, making deeds for Clough property, OO 00
86 McLellan, Mosher tfc Co., collector’s book, 2 00
113 C. M. Wormell, Auctioneer in selling Clough property, 11 25
Part of 114 Atwood, Forbes & Co., Auction bills, 0 25
154 A. T. Kelliher, police at circus, 2 00
II. C. Barker, police at circus, 2 00
A. M. Bean, police at circus, 2 00
J. S. Bartlett, police at circus, 2 00
8 00
231 Eugene Heath, assisting Carter on Church Street,
•
60
232 E. C. Rowe, hall rent for 1890, 18 00
264 Waldo Pettingill, surveying and expenses, oO 00
287 G. R. Wiley, stationery, 1 08
288 G. R. Wiley, office rent,t/ '  · 12 00
295 A. M. Carter, surveying for 1889 and 1890, 12 00
A. M. Chase & Co., printing 500 copies
town reports, 1890, 56 00
297 G. P. Bean, stationery and books, 1 73
314 G. P. Bean, Blank Books, 10 58
Total, $142 39
Town officers’ bills due, 743 91
t  ,
Total for town charges, $886 30
Appropriation, $1,000 00
Total for town charges, as above, 886 30
Amount unexpended, $113 70
SUMMARY OF ALL TO W N  EX PEN SES.
Bills for support of town’s poor, including tramps,
To repair roads and bridges 
For land damage to Littlehale and Hastings,
To pay East Bethel Library,
Land damage and building J. D. George road,
To pay for school-houses,
Town charges,
Total expenses,
Total appropriation,
Total expenses, as above,
Amount unexpended,
ACCOUNT W IT H  LIQUOR AGENCY.
To liquor and casks on hand February 12, 1890, 
liquors bought during the year, 
freight and truckage on same,
Agents salary, one year, to February 1, 1891,
$ 944 14
994 76,
825 00
50 00
55 00
7,797 04
886
•
30
m
$11,552 24
$12,165 00
11,552
i  \  ^  ·  »  y  \
24
*
• m
$612
» t
76
•
D r .
$ 129 00
1,386 88
28 07
150
.
00
$1,698 95
Cb .
By cash received for liquors, $2,011 77
liquors on hand Feb. 10, 1891, 153 00
casks on hand Feb, 10, 1891, 15 00
Cash on hand Feb. 10, 1891, 15 70
Net profit,
$2,195 47 
$501 52
CLOUGH PR O PER TY .
The above property has been sold, as per vote
of town, at public auction for which was
received a total of $1,125 00
4
Rent received for toll house, $36 00
Repairs on same, 3 00
4
Received net, $33 00
FINANCIAL STANDING OF TIIE TOWN.
L I A B IL IT IE S .
Bridge bonds, four per cent., 1898, $18,100 00
Interest on the same to date, 80 44
Coupons over due, 174 00
Outstanding notes, 10,000 00
Interest on the same to Feb. 10th, 107 77
Outstanding orders, 140 23
School money unexpended, 78 22
Appropriation for text-books unexpended, 53 31
Town officers’ bills due for 1890, 743 91
Due Charles C. Bryant, February 15, 1891, for services
as superintendent of town farm, 172 60
Estimated, abatement of taxes for 1890, 50 00
Amount of liabilities, $29,700 48
RESOURCES.
·' _ ·
Cash in treasury, $795 58
In the First National Bank, Portland, 158 81
Value of chair factory, 8,000 00
Due on tax deeds, 19 34
Due from T. H. Chapman, Collector for 1890, 6,957 01
Liquor, casks, and cash on hand, 183 70
Value of town farm, stock and tools, 3,109 00
Investment in corn shop, 2,500 00
Toll House property, 250 00
-up, 585 00
Road machine, 100 00
150 feet 6 inch tile, 30 00
Due from Hanover ferry, 8 50
Due from Andover, for aid to Taylor family, 19 38
Due from Milton, for text-books, 16 52
Rent due on corn shop, Feb. 1st, 37 50
Due from John S. Swan, treasurer, school fund, 30 00
Amount of resources,  $22,795 29
Liabilities of the town, $6,905 19
Liabilities above resources, February 15, 1891, SO,905 19
'  «*>
Liabilities above resources, February 15, 1890, $0,938 12
%
♦
Reduction of indebtedness from Inst year, fr32 93
The actual reduction of indebtedness from last year is $1,806.47 
when takino· into account the, shrinkage, in sale of the CloughO w * · V
property, from last year’s appraisal.
We would recommend the f
fo r  the ensuing year.
For roads and bridges, money tax, $3,500 00
For the support of schools, 2,000 00
For the support of the poor, 1,200 00
For other town charges, 1,000 00
To pay on debt and interest on notes and bonds, 2,000 00
To re-shingle toll bridge, 500 00
To purchase a road machine, 250 00
t
All of which is respectfully submitted.
A. W .  G r o v e r ,
C. M. K i m b a l l ,
E. S. K i l b o r n .
Selectmen o f  Bethel.
I hereby certify that I have examined the foregoing report of 
the Selectmen of Bethel for the year ending February 15, 1891, 
and the vouchers therefor, and believe it to be properly avouched
and correctly cast.
G. P. B e a n ,
Auditor o f  Bethel.
T R E A S U R E R ’S R E P O R T .
o
1890.
Feb’v
%■>
•14, To Cash on hand, $
*  «
i i 17, cash from State, for pension paid,
March 7, cash from State of Maine, by hand of T.
H. Chapman, Collector, for School and
Mill fund for 1889,
April 12, T. IT. Jewett, from town farm,
ii 30, J. and E. A. Wyman, for rent on Clough 
property, to May 1, 1890,
May 20, A. W. Grover, from Andover, for medi­
cal attendance on Wm. Johnson,
J  ul y 3, T. H. Chapman, for tax deed,
ii from sale of the Clough property,
ii 11, Geo. L. Beal, Treasurer, for State pensions,
Aug.
o
0 Bethel Chair Co., for rent to August 1st,
ii 3, Sara A. McKenney, for board of Hattie
A/
Chapman at hospital,
ii 13, E. S. Kilborn, for circus license,
Dec. 2, E. S. Kilborn, for liquor casks sold,
ii ·» .1. & E. A. Wyman, for rent of corn fac­
tory from Aug. 1st. to Nov. 1st,
ii 30, Sara A. McKenney, for board of Hattie
Chapman, at hospital,
ii 31, Win. .T. Wheeler, for policy returned,
1891.
Jan. 10, Geo. L. Beal, Treasurer, for pensions paid,
ii 19, State of Maine, by hand of T. H. Chap­
man, for School and Mill Fund, 1890,
ii 20, Rent on Chair Factory, to Feb. 1, 1891,
ii 20, Rent on Toll House for one year,
Feb. 3, To C. Anderson, by band of T. H. Chapman, 3 05
“ 6, A. W. Grover, from town farm, 27 74
“ 6, A. S. Bean, paying expenses of his
brother at Insane Hospital, 139 21
“ 11, T. H. Chapman, Collector, 8,932 82
“ 11, for Non-resident taxes for 1889, 188 40
“ 11, S. W . Sanborn, Liquor Agent, 1,815 00
I « .  - , ·  , ’ ^
$16,222 18
36
1890. Cr.
Feb. 17, By paid Judith A. Grover, pension, $ 9 00
44 24, 44 for recording deed, 50
Mar. 10, 44 Insane Hospital bill, 99 02
44 28, 44
T
A. M. Chase & Co., for print­/
ing town reports, 56 00
Apr. 10, 44 Eugene Bean, bounty on
crows, 1 20
44 23, 44 Judith A. Grover, pension, 18 00
44 26, 44 Joel Goodwin, pension, 6 00
May 9, 44 Eunice E. Gallagher, pension ,18 00
44 16, 44 Amanda Walker, pension, 18 00
June 9, 44 Insane Hospital bill, 112 44
44» 16, 44 Geo. K. Hastings, bounty on
•
crows, 2 60
44 21, 44 Insuring Toll House,($250.) 3 13
44 30, 44 Amanda Walker, pension, 18 00
44
S
30, 44 Eunice E. Gallagher, pension , 18 00
44 30, 44 Joel Goodwin, pension, 6 00
44 30, 44 First National Bank, to pay
coupons, 150 81
J  uly 1, 44 for postal cards and stamps, 3 00
44 15, 44 Interest on note to O. F. *
Trafton for one year, 200 00
Aug. 9 44 Bethel Chair Co.’s bill, as
by vote of the Town,«/ \J 132 85
44 16, 44 Willie C. Bryant bounty on
»
crows, 1 50
Sept. 22, 44 Hospital bill, 145 26
Oct. 3, By paid Amanda Walker, pension,
4, ii E . E .  Gallagher, pension,
Nov. 10, ii Atwood & Forbes, printing,
26, ii Hiram W. Fifield, pension,
Dec. 20, it Insane Hospital bill,
ii 20, ii First National Bank, to pay
coupons,
27, for repairs on the toll house,
it 31, ii Amanda Walker, pension,
it 31, Hiram W. Fifield, pension,
it 31, ii Note given to build cornc
factory, 2
i 31, ii Interest on above note at
5 per cent, for one year,
1891.
Jan . 3, By paid taxes in town of Newry
for 1890,
it 3, E .  E . Gallagher, pension,
it 31, recording lease of corn shop?»
Feb. 1, “ Nelson Howard, State Liquor
Commissioner, 1,3
ii 0, “ Interest on note of $5,000.
for one year,
*  7
ο
U 11, “ Coupons, 3<
4 t 11, Selectmen’s receipts for town
orders cancelled, 9,3
Cash to balance, 9 fi
Ο. II. Μ a  sox,
Treasurer o f  Bethel.
f  .  *
i i r  * ·
I hereby certify that I have examined the foregoing report of 
the Treasurer of the town of Bethel, for the year ending· Febru-
'  %/ o
ary 15, 1891, and find it to be properly avouched and correctly 
cast. ·
\ ψ
G. P. Be a x ,
Auditor o f  Bethel.
ARTICLES FOR TOW N W ARRANT
o
•  r  .  V-
Articles to be acted upon at the coming Annual Town Meeting',
to be held at Ideal Hall, March 2, 1890, at ten o’clock in the
· . · * . *  ,*· *  *
forenoon.
*  .  *’ *
f  *  , w  ·  *  *
Art. 1st. To choose a moderator to preside in said meeting.
Art. 2d. To choose a clerk for the ensuing year.
Art. -3d. To hear and act upon the reports of the several town 
officers.
Art. Jf-th.To choose other necessary town officers.
Art. 5th. To see if the town will grant and raise such sums of 
money as may be necessary to repair roads and bridges for the 
ensuine' year; and whether it shall be assessed wholly in money 
or a part in a labor tax. -
Art. 6th.To choose surveyors or road commissioners.
Art.7th. To establish the rate per cent, for collecting taxes 
and choose a Collector for the ensuing year.
Art. 8th. To see if the town will raise and grant such sums of 
money as may be necessary for the maintenance and support of 
schools for the ensuing year.
Art. 9th. To see what sums of money the town will vote to 
grant and raise for the support of the poor, and to defray all other 
town charges for the ensuing year.
Art. 10th. To see what sums of money the town will vote to 
grant and raise towards paying the town debt, and interest on 
outstanding notes and bonds.
Art. 11th. To see if the town will vote to authorize its Treas­
urer to renew outstanding notes, or hire money to pay the same.
Art. 12th. To see if the town will vote to accept the town 
way as laid out by the Selectmen, July 8, 1890, leading from the 
town way on the North side of the Androscoggin river, near the 
premises of Fred E. Howard, over land of J. L. Verrill to the 
premises of Orin W. Ellingwood, and raise money to pay appraised 
damage and build the same.
Art. 13th. To see if the town will vote to accept of Summer
street, so called, as located, widened and straightened by the
Selectmen, October 10, 1890, and raise money to pay the appraised 
land damage.
Art. llfth. To receive and allow accounts.
Art. loth. To see if the town will vote to tax dogs.
Art, 16th.To see if the town will vote to grant and raise the 
sum of fifty dollars, for Brown Post, No. 84, G. A. R., to be ex­
pended in the proper observance of the next Memorial Day.
Art. 17th.To see if the town will grant and raise a sum ofo
money for the benefit of W est Bethel Public Library Association. 
Art. 18tli.To see if the town will vote to buy a road machine,
4/
and raise a sum of money to pay for the same.
Art. 19th. To see if the town will vote to make any change 
in system of text books, especially Wheeler’s Arithmetic, pur­
chased and introduced by the school committee the past season.
Art. 20th. To see if the- town will vote to raise money for·/
repairs on school-houses, and how much.
Art.21st. To see what sum of money the town will vote to 
raise for the purchase of school text-books.
Art. 22d. To see if the town will vote to raise a sum of money 
to procure the writing and publication of the history of the town 
in accordance with Ch. 3, section 47, Revised Statutes.
Art. 23d. To see if the town will vote to grant and raise a 
sum of money, estimated at 8000, to pay the expense of re-shing­
ling the toll bridge, so called.
Art. 2Ath. To see what discount the town will vote to make
on taxes paid on or before November 1, 1891.
Art. 25th.To see if the town will vote to grant and raise a 
sum of money to remove the sand or otherwise improve the high­
way at Middle Intervale.
Art.26. To see what sum of money the town will vote to 
grant and raise to pay the snow bills for the winter of 1899 and
1891.
Art. 27th. To see if the town will vote to exempt a mill or 
factory and the machinery therein, for the term of ten years 
which may be built at West Bethel, within one year from this
date.
Art. 28th. To see if the town will vote to accept of the new 
town way as laid out by the Selectmen, February 16, 1891, com­
40
mencing on the easterly side of the highway leading from Locke’s 
Mills to East Bethel, near the house of N. F. Swan, and connect 
ing with the town way leading to Kimball Hill, so called, and 
appropriate money to pay land damage and build the same.
Art. 29th. To see if the town will vote to discontinue the 
town way leading from the house of J. D. George to the end of 
the new road from Locke’s Mills, near the well in front of the 
premises lately occupied by Charles C. Bryant.
Art. 30th. To see if the town will vote to discontinue the
• * * ·'·/ .
road leading from the house of Charles F. Abbott, to the I'oacl 
leading to the Porter Farwell place, near the premises of Lewis C. 
Glidden.
The Selectmen will be in session at Ideal Hall, at nine o’clock
* * ' « i  $ ·
in the forenoon, on the day of town meeting, to revise the list 
of voters.
S C H O O L  R E P O R T
 o ----------------------------
In taking up the work of the public schools for the past year, 
the present committee were careful to observe from the report of 
the previous committee what they considered, from their experi­
ence, to be the most vital needs of the schools, and we hereby 
heartily endorse their judgment as to the imperative demands 
made upon this community by the needs of its children.
1st.— The condition of the school houses, as we found them,
#
was, and still is deplorable. The past committees have had but 
inadequate or no appropriations for their repairs, and the buildings, 
in fully half the districts, are nearly ruined for the lack of a few 
dollars expenditure at the proper time. The leaking roofs, unsafe 
floors, falling plastering, unsanitary outbuildings, — and in some 
cases no outbuildings at all,—testify to a lack of thought for the 
children of the community that but few of our thrifty farmers 
would be guilty of in connection with their choice stock.
Your committee have made, in their judgment, as wise an ex­
penditure of the appropriation for the past year as the amount 
appropriated would permit, applying the sum of $500 for twenty 
buildings, with reference to the greatest good for the greatest 
number of children, and where it was most urgently needed. The 
committee consider themselves bound to urge upon the community 
a greater condensation of its schools under fewer roofs, to the 
advantage of the scholars in point of tuition, and that of the 
buildings because of concentrated expenditure.
2d.—The first great need towards the improvement of our chil­
dren's education has been met by our State law, whereby free and 
uniform text-books have been imposed upon all the school com­
munities of our commonwealth. In selecting these text-bookso
your committee have exercised long and patient thought ; have 
diligently compared many books from many publishers; have 
exercised not only their own best judgment but have availed
themselves of the opinion and the experience of educators who 
have gi’own old and wise in the service of modern education. 
Other schools and other toAvns have been visited, and advice 
gladly received from those who have made common-school edu­
cation a life study.
The last five years have marked an era in the text-book litera­
ture of our country that is worthy of the highest commendation. 
The large majority of the text-books for the common schools 
published at the present day, are ideals, in the point of their 
adaptation to the needs of the children of our generation, wherein 
so much more is demanded than has ever been before.
In selecting these new books, your committee feel that they 
have exercised a carefully weighed and matured judgment, one 
that has had in mind both the deficiencies of the past educational 
methods, as reflected in our children, and also the means of most 
efficiently and speedily installing them in the modern superior and 
more natural methods of instruction, with the least loss of time 
during the transitional period.
The nearer a method of instruction in any one subject, approaches 
a child’s natural mental processses, (and the farther from artificial 
methods,) the more speedily does the child assimilate and make 
part of itself the knowledge gained. This law is the key note to 
all real and genuine education, and has been the foremost thought 
in the selection of these text books. Especially is this true with 
reference to the arithmetic chosen. In the State of Massachusetts 
over one hundred and thirty towns and cities are using these 
arithmetics, and in our own state thirty-nine are using either one 
or both. Two of our largest cities, Portland and Augusta, are 
using these books. Augusta, our capitol, has introduced both 
books with most excellent results, and our State superintendent of 
instruction, Mr. Luce, in answer to a telegram sent him recently 
from Portland asking whether it was true that he had declared 
Wentworth’s Arithmetic the best, replied “I may have said so once, 
but Wheeler’s Arithmetic is the best now. ”
With the endorsement of such high authority, and having seen 
the marvelous results obtained in public and private use by follow­
ing out the methods of that natural-born arithmetical teacher, 
Warren Colburn, (as is taught in our lesser and greater arithmetic) 
it is with entire confidence in their future if not present apprecia­
tion, that your committee are wholly satisfied with the selections 
thev have made.
Until the members of our community, who doubt the good re*1/  '
suits obtained from the patient drill in mental arithmetic, followed 
by the larger arithmetic which is but a practical continuation and 
application of the principles embodied in the former, have as 
thoroughly acquainted themselves with the present manner of 
teaching arithmetic in all good modern schools, as have your com­
mittee, and have as carefully compared these results with the 
notorously imperfect and lamentable ones as obtained and presented 
in nearly every one of the schools in this township, we would 
respectfully suggest greater efforts for knowledge upon the subject 
and patient waiting for results that cannot be accomplished in one 
year, with our present background of unintelligent instruction 
that has been discarded years ago in more progressive schools and 
towns.
Your committee invite, and urge upon any citizen, desirous of 
knowing the actual status of arithmetical instruction as now 
taught in our schools, to visit them and by personal inspection 
find boys of sixteen who are studying percentage, unable to do the 
simplest sum of addition in common fractions — boys who profess 
to be so far advanced as to require the study of Algebra, who can 
not do even elementry examples in commmon decimals or simple 
interest — children who use no natural reason in solving a problem, 
but who are at the mercy of a mechanical or memorized rule, and 
therefore find themselves in a mental haze just as soon as that rule 
is forgotton, a mental state which but illy equips them for the 
practical problems of actual life. We feel convinced that every 
thoughtful person will be glad to know that there is a system in 
use wherein the pupil is led from principle to principle, so clearly, 
that the question of placing a problem under a rule answers itself. 
To all intelligent and public spirited citizens we commend a care­
ful inspection of our new text-books, inviting you to investigate 
into their merits, and to compare them with others previously in 
use, feeling sure that they will win your full approval, based wholly 
upon their intrinsic merit.
3d.—The committee preceding the present one, suggested the need 
of grading in our schools as far as practicable. The urgent need 
of this can only be understood by those who see the loss of time 
that now prevails under the present ungraded system. Grading 
means simply, that the course of study covering a childs common 
school life, be outlined for it, in advance. I t means that definite
studies, covering definite periods of time, are to be entered upon 
within certain defined limits, proportioned to the child’s age and 
abilities. Each succeeding year of the average child’s school life, 
provided it has complied with the requirements of the preceding 
one, indicates that it is ready to enter a higher grade, to step upon 
a higher plane ; and this process can be so accurately and wisely 
arranged for the child, that despite the frequent changing of teach- 
ers, its instruction and advancement can go on with the least possi­
ble loss to itself. W ith such a regulated (or graded course,) each
new teacher can hope to take the child on farther than she found
•  € t
it, — and our children will not suffer so grievously as they must 
do under the present ungraded system.
Your committee is well aware that a perfect system of grading 
is hardly possible in the outlying districts,—great latitude must be 
allowed in individual cases—but in our village such a system is 
wholly feasible. Over one hundred children attend the two vil­
lage schools alone, being nearly one-third of the entire number 
attending school in the town, and not a few of the neighboring 
districts would gladly avail themselves of the greater advantages 
of the graded schools in the village, when once the -system had 
gotton under way. This change for the better must come soonerO  c/ o
or later, it is inevitable. That it is a work that cannot be finished the 
same year as begun, that it is the work of some years, the experience 
of neighboring towns will testifiv. In one town eighteen miles“  O  tJ c ?
from here, it has taken five years to thoroughly bring about this
change, and the schools there are now a credit and honor to the
community. B u t the committee had the hearty support o f  the
best public sentiment! May it not be pertinent to ask the citizens 
of Bethel to question themselves upon this point? Our boys and 
girls are now sent out into the world of reality and hard experi­
ence but illy equipped to take their chances with the children of 
other towns. Our year’s school-term" is at its best of only twenty-
Λ  ' a  J «  .*
four weeks duration, as compared with thirty-eight and forty 
weeks elsewhere, and our children are only half drilled in that 
knowledge which will be the chief factor in deciding for them 
whether they will be intelligent self-supporting citizens, or whether 
they are to be buffeted about and crowded under and to the rear 
by the young men and women with whom thev will come into
t /  · '  w  e
active competition who have had better advantages.
4th.—Last in presentation but first in importance, is the vital
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question of the teachers, without whose intelligent co-operation 
all the efforts on the part of the committee’Jare useless. The 
small sum appropriated this year for school purposes, $581 less 
than the preceding year, has discouraged many of our teachers by 
the poor wages and short school terms. Instances were frequent 
wherein the committee had hopefully secured the services of an 
intelligent teacher, and been disappointed, often at the shortest 
notice, by finding that the prospect of higher remuneration offered 
by other towns had caused them to decline teaching here.
Until more money is voted for teaching purposes, the town can 
not expect to be supplied in all the districts with the best teachers. 
Nor can the town expect to have longer schools, after the utmost 
dollar appropriated for that purpose has been expended. Further­
more, our young and in many cases wholly inexperienced teachers, 
must come to this new field with teachable minds. If the teachers 
in our great schools, who have spent a quarter of a century in 
teaching, hold themselves in readiness to take the ever coming 
suggestions, that arise in the very nature of their work, our young 
men and women will be valuable, or otherwise, as teachers, in 
direct proportion as they steer clear of the rocks of self-conceit 
and shallow satisfaction, and like all successful teachers consider 
themselves as life-long students in the art of teaching.
Your committee is actuated by the one motive of facilitating 
the best methods for the education of your children. It is depen­
dent upon yourselves whether their best welfare is present or 
absent with you; whether your children shall have an equal chance 
for themselves with children elsewhere. The demands made upon 
your children at the present day are double and treble in quantity 
and quality than were made upon you, in your generation. To 
make the argument that what was good enough for you ought to 
be good enough for them, (and your committee has had this 
brought forth times enough to cause it to feel mortified over its 
constituency) is not compatible with the spirit of our present state 
of enlightenment. We have scores of bright and intelligent chil­
dren among us, capable of becoming strong men and women; but 
who will deny that their success or defeat will depend upon the 
way in which the foundations of their education are laid in these 
our common schools. I t  is for you, their parents, to decide, 
whether your children shall have a fair chance or whether they 
shall be hindered and crippled through after life by reason of their 
parents indifference.
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The requisites are: 1st, good books; 2d, apt and intelligent 
teachers; 3d, the support of the better class of the community,
' “ I r
who are willing to intelligently inquire into methods employed, 
rather than to denounce that which they have not taken the trouble 
to understand. These are the greatest and most urgent require­
ments for the true improvement of our schools. We have the 
books ; we have some teachers who do themselves and us credit; 
and if the public will allow our schools the opportunity of testing 
the methods used so uniformly and with such success elsewhere,—: 
we may hope there will be in time a change for the better in these 
schools which have hitherto been a standing reproach to the town 
of Bethel.
*
The following is a brief report of the schools in the several
»
districts:
DISTRICT No. 3.
» .  * .
Summer and fall terms taught by Miss Cora Hastings. The 
school was small but good advancement was made in the several
For the winter term we were so fortunate as to secure the
.  1 ·
services of Miss Edith A. Philbrook, a teacher of experience and 
ability; the only regret being that the term was necessarily so 
short.
D ISTRICT No. 4.
The summer term was satisfactorily taught by Miss Bowker. 
Fall and winter terms by Miss Bertha Grover, one of our most 
capable and experienced teachers.
D ISTRICT No. 5.
The first two terms were taught by Miss Forence Twitched, in 
so satisfactory a manner that the district were dissappointed in 
not securing her for the winter term.
Miss Isabelle Day, in the winter term, carried on the work of 
the school room in a creditable manner.
D ISTRICT No. 8.
Summer term was under the instruction of Miss Flora J. 
Wheeler. Miss Wheeler is one of our oldest teachers and is a 
success wherever she goes.
Mr. Hutchins had charge of the fall term. He has taught 
several terms in this district and seems to hold the good will of 
both parents and scholars; he is very successful in his school work. 
Mr. Hutchins was secured for the winter and a profitable term 
was the result.
DISTRICT No. Id.
Summer term taught by Miss Grace Grover. Miss Grover 
worked hard for the success of the school and thorough work wasO
the result.
Miss Florence Abbott taught the fall term. This was Miss 
Abbott's first school and as such was highly commendable to herO  v
as a teacher. Miss Abbott continued the school with good sue-o
cess during the winter.
DISTRICT No. 11.
The summer term was taught by Miss Lizzie Grover. Miss 
Grover did thorough conscientious work and her record was wholly 
satisfactory.
Fall term by Miss Ilan B. Jewett.
Winter term by Mr. Hiram Williams, a young teacher of ster­
ling qualities whose good and thorough work have made a most 
desirable impression upon the school.
DISTRICT No. 13.
Summer term by Miss Edith Grover. Miss Grover displayed 
excellent abilities as a teacher, characterized by very faithful and 
conscientious work. The marked improvement of the several 
classes during the few weeks, displayed the possibilities of genuine 
pr ogress under faithful intelligent instruction.
Fall term by Miss Grace Grover, the same good success attend­
ing her here as elsewhere. The school was in good working con­
dition when we visited it at the close of the term.
W inter term by Miss Addie Farwell. This term was unsuccess­
ful, owing to the failure of the teacher to either understand or 
comply with the instructions of the committee, causing a misun- 
derstanding on the part of the parents which, when ultimately 
rectified, -was followed by Miss FarwelPs resignation, thus depriv­
ing the already too short term, of its last week.
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DISTRICT No. 14.
Summer term by Miss Alfretta Fai’well. On account of outside 
influences the school failed to be a success.
Fall term taught by Curtis E. Abbott. The pupils did thorough 
work and wood satisfaction was given. We were so fortunate as 
to secure Mr. Abbott for the winter term, and marked advance­
ment was the result of his labors.
DISTRICT No. 15.
Grammar Grade,—Summer term, taught by Miss Mary Abbott 
who kindly filled the vacancy that was made by the teacher pre- 
viously engaged.
Fall and winter term, taught by Miss Maggie Libby. Miss
¥
Libby failed to meet the expectations of the committee by a lack 
of sympathy with the spirit of modern teaching, and by failing 
to appreciate the merits of modern text-books. The winter term 
suffered because the teacher did not exercise the necessary disci­
pline, due in a measure however to the disadvantages arising from
a mixture of the Grammar grade with that which should properly
"
be placed in a High school. The term just closed but bears out 
the record of the reputation of the past winter schools, and calls 
for such a division of this upper grade, that boys at the age of 
fourteen and upwards shall have a class-room and teacher provided 
outside of this building.o
Prim ary Grade,—Summer term, taught by Miss Martha Gibson
*
who did earnest and satisfactory work.
Fall and winter terms, taught bv Miss Inez Stuart. Miss Stuart'  O
has unusally fine abilities for primary work, a branch of teaching 
that is alike the most difficult and most important. I t is upon the 
thoroughness with which the beginnings of a child’s knowledge 
are laid, that the results of its after school years are shaped, and 
the children and parents were most fortunate in having the benefit 
of this faithful and progressive teacher.
DISTRICT No. 10.
The summer term was very satisfactorily taught by Miss Jennie 
Gibson.
The fall term, taught by Miss Alice Barker, did not yield good 
work, because of the lack of needed discipline.
The winter term was wholly successful, being taught by Mr. 
Roscoe Clark, who conducted the school with excellent discipline, 
and who brought to bear marked faithfulness and aptitude for 
the w'ork. ■
DISTRICT No. 18.
Summer term, conducted by Mr. TIutchins, to the satisfaction 
alike of committee and pupils.
Fall and winter terms, by Mr. Berto Bryant. This school is to 
be congratulated in having had the services of Mr. Bryant, who 
devoted faithful and telling work to the duties before him. It is 
much to be regretted that owing to sickness among the pupils the 
successful work of the fall term had to be discontinued, but the 
interruption was amply compensated for by.the ably conducted
* ___________________ 1 ,  4
work of the lengthened winter term.
ψ
DISTRICT No. 19.
Summer term, taught by Miss Minnie Coffin. Miss Coffin failed 
to maintain sufficient restraint in the school-room, and the work 
done was not as satisfactory as it would have been had the school 
been subject to better discipline.
Miss Yertie Cushman taught the fall term and met with good 
success. Miss Cushmam is a good disciplinarian and a practical 
worker in the school-room.
Winter term was taught by Mr. Fred B. Colby. Mr. Colby’s 
work was done with a precision and clearness that comes from 
experience and a thorough knowledge of his subjects.
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DISTRICT No. 21.
Summer term, taught by Miss Alice Barker. This was Miss 
Barker’s first school.
Miss Maud Merrow taught the fall term. Some of the classes
showed good progress, but in others there seemed to be a lack of 
interest.
Winter term, taught by Miss Mary Hutchins with her usual 
good success.·
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DISTRICT No.·22
• 
Summer term, under the instruction of Miss Vertie Cushman.
The school is small and the teacher finds it hard work to keep up 
a good degree of interest in the classes. Miss Cushman did very 
creditable work.
Fall term, taught by Miss Amy Atherton. Too much work was 
attempted in most of the classes, for a short eight weeks term. 
Nevertheless some of the classes showed good improvement.
The winter term taught by Miss Cushman, showed work credit- 
able to both teacher and pupils.
DISTRICT No. 24.
The summer term was taught by Mr. Arthur Wiley, who applied
•  
himself earnestly to the work.
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The fall term was well taught by Miss Ethel Walker, the schol­
ars lacking neither patience nor carefulness on the part of their 
teacher.
Owing to the insufficient number of scholars, the winter term 
was postponed, this district being entitled to an extra term in 
connection with the coming one of this summer.
D ISTRICT No: 25.
I  ♦  ·
I  ·  f
Miss Bessie Hardin taught the summer term. Lack of discipline 
combined with other things rendered the work of the term un-:
satisfactory.
The fall term was well taught by Miss Isabelle Day. Miss Day 
is a progressive teacher who has had the great advantage of see-r 
ing modern methods in practical use.
The winter term was ably taught by Miss Arvilla Grover, who 
brings to her work experience and faithfulness, and whose services 
were very praiseworthy.
DISTRICT No. 26.
Summer and fall terms under the instruction-of Miss Marj 
Hutchings. The work done was highly commendable! Thi 
teacher and scholars alike were much interested in their work 
and from their examination at- the clo$e of the term it was evi 
dent that thoroughness had been the aim of the teacher.1
Winter term, taught by Mr. Angus Hebb. The school was 
visited at the commencement of the term only, and the impres­
sions then received were highly favorable.
DISTRICT No. 27.
Miss Ida Hazel ton conducted this school throughout the entire 
year, and the marked advantage to the school is very obvious. Miss 
Hazelton is a teacher of much experience, her work is character­
ized by great painstaking, and her efforts are directed towards
*
giving the pupil an intelligent and comprehensive knowledge of 
the subject. Miss Hazelton is a very desirable acquisition to our 
staff of teachers.
DISTRICT No. 28.
There was no school in this district during the summer, the 
school being combined with that of District No. 24.
The fall term was taught by Miss Lulu Hamlin, who did com­
mendable and satisfactory work.
The winter term was deferred, owing to the lateness of the 
season, the term of this ensuing summer to be of additional 
length to compensate for the deficiency.
DISTRICT No. 29.
Summer term taught by Miss Ruby Clark, who seemed to have 
a special aptitude for the work.
Fall term was taught satisfactorily by Miss Arvilla Grover. Ow­
ing to sickness in the district the school was delayed until the last 
of January and is now being taught by Miss Bertha Grover.
9
DISTRICT No. 30.
Summer term was in care of Miss Inez Stuart and was excellent.
The fall and winter terms have been taught by Miss Martha 
Gibson, another of our teachers who render telling, faithful work.
Miss Gibson’s school was conducted with marked fidelity to
   ·
thoroughness, and a visit to her school was always a source of 
satisfaction to the committee. Her discipline was excellent and 
the school has made commendable progress.
J. G. G e h r i n g ,
Η. N. U p t o n ,
Supervising School Committee o f  Bethel.
—  51 —
